
Democratic Party of Doña Ana County 
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
May 21, 2015, Anthony NM City Hall 

           
Call to Order: 
 
 Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Liz Rodriguez-Johnson. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
 Chair    Liz Rodriguez-Johnson Present 
 Vice Chair   Julian Alexander  Present 
 District 33   Christopher Schaljo for Mary Helen Ratje 
 District 34   David Chavez   Present 
 District 35   Gene Alvarez   Present 
 District 36   Brett Siegel   Present 
 District 37   Mary Ann Hendrickson Present 
 District 39   Oscar Vasquez Butler  Present 
 District 52   Pattie Gipson   Present  
 District 53   Clifff Reed   Not Present 
 Parliamentarian  John Vasquez   Present 
 Communications  Stephen Jones   Not Present 
 Secretary   Joy Goldbaum   Present 
 Treasurer   Christopher Schaljo  Present 
 Voter Protection  position vacant  Present 
 College Democrats             Kathryn Sanchez  Not Present 
 Democratic Women  Pattie Gipson for Lynn Brightman   
 
Approval of the Minutes: 
 
 The April minutes were approved by unanimous vote of the board. 
 
Chair Comments: 
  
 All persons giving reports at these EC meetings are strongly urged to limit their reports to two 
(2) minutes, unless there is an item requiring a vote of the Committee.  Non-Committee members are 
asked to hold their comments until the Announcement portion of the meeting. 
 
Parliamentarian Comments (John Vasquez): 
 
 For purposes of transparency and time limitations, EC meetings should be restricted to items on 
the published agenda.   Agenda items can be added up to 72 hours before the meeting commences by 
email to the Chair, or by motion and vote to amend the Agenda at the beginning of the meeting. 
  
Treasurer's Report (Christopher Schaljo): 
 
 Our account balance is $23,044.81 through May 21, 2015. 
 
Events Media Options:   



 
 Julian requested ideas for family-friendly events during the summer, such as basketball 
tournaments.  He also seeks input on “how do we brand ourselves?” as a party. 
 
Director's Reports: 
 
 All Directors present reported that they are in the process of filling precinct positions and 
holding precinct meetings.  As positions are filled and meetings are scheduled, details will be available 
on our website,  www.donaanademocrats.com, including contact information for precinct officials. 
 
Committee Chair Appointments and Reports:  
  
 Get Out the Vote (Chair-Joann Vullo; Vice Chair-Jane Grider):  The Committee has not yet met.  
The Committee will be working with the County Clerk's Office to go into area high schools to educate 
students on voting and register new voters.  The GOTV Committee will bring reasonable requests for 
expenditures to further its goals to the EC Committee for approval.   
 
 Process/Procedures (Chair- Merrie Lee Soules; Vice Chair-Susie Chapparo):  Merrie Lee 
distributed a proposed amendment to the county rules, page 17, paragraph 12-1, eliminating the 
specific number (7) of district directors.  The EC approved the amendment, which now reads “the 
Judicial Council shall be composed of the District Directors and the County Vice-Chair, who shall 
Chair the Judicial Council.” 
 
 Merrie Lee distributed a draft of procedures for the Democratic Party of Dona Ana County to 
reliably and consistently execute the Rules related to the election of precinct officers, County Central 
Committee Members, County Officers, and State Central Committee Members.  The draft, which is 
available from Merrie Lee, contains a grid with procedure steps, instructions, who it relates to, the 
timing, a citation to county rules, and a template.  The EC agreed that the draft procedures are a good 
way for the Committee to proceed.  
 
 Legislative/Government/Voter Education (Chair-Mary Helen Garcia; Vice Chair- Laura Garcia); 
The Committee may look into ways to vet candidates when multiple people run for the same position in 
primaries.  Potential candidates need to know what resources are available from the local party.  There 
may still be a Special Session this year regarding Capital Outlay. 
 
 Education (Chair-Leslie Fritz):  The Committee is working to raise support and engagement for 
education in our county, including vocational education, and to engage a wide sector of interests in the 
discussion.  The committee is also working to support local control of teacher evaluation systems. 
 
 Veterans' Issues (Chair-John Vasquez):  The Committee will be focusing on getting the 70% of 
all veterans who hail from Democratic Party roots to become more involved in our party, and to make 
the Party the one that the public associates with helping veterans. 
 
 Health (Chair-Don Apodaca):  The newly appointed Chair is recruiting Committee members.  
He can be contacted at 575-647-4025. 
 
 Environmental (Chair-Carrie Hamblen):  No Report. 
 
 Transportation (Chair-Sharon Thomas):  Sharon has been working on the County's Strategic 



Long Range Plan for transportation.  The draft of the LRP is now out for comments.  The Committee 
will revisit the issue of commuter rail from El Paso to the Spaceport.  The Regional Transportation 
District is restarting South valley transit routes with five (5) new buses and an operations budget of 
$75,000.00.  The local hospitals have indicated interest in advertising on the buses, which will seat 24 
passengers and up to two (2) wheelchairs.  Letters of support are due by June 1. 
 
 Events (Chair-vacant):  No Report. 
 
 Fund-raising (Chair-Terri McBrayer):  The Labor Day Breakfast will be on September 7 at 9:00 
a.m., location TBA.  The Committee is also looking at other fund-raising events.  
 
 Democratic Women (Pattie Gipson for DACFDW President Lynn Brightman):  The next 
meeting of the local chapter will be June 6 at Branigan Library (Roadrunner Room) at 10:30 a.m.  On 
May 23 at 2:00 p.m the group will host a Conversation with Democrats featuring Bill Soules on the 
power of one vote.  The conversation will be at Pho A Dong restaurant on Amador in Las Cruces. 
 
Old Business: 
 
 Deputy County Clerk Scott Krahling explained the recall process required to recall County 
Treasurer David Gutierrez.  The process requires an interested party to file a Petition in District Court 
requesting that signatures be collected for malfeasance or misfeasance by the recall target.  The Court 
hears evidence of misfeasance or malfeasance to determine if signature gathering shall be permitted.  If 
so, 20,947 signatures of people who voted in Gutieerrez' election would need to be collected.  Only 
then could a Special Election be held (unless it is within 90 days of a regular election).  Because the EC 
had previously voted to censure Gutierrez, the EC voted to table the matter indefinitely.  
 
New Business: 
 
 Three nominees were voted on for the vacant (male) SCC position:  Mario Luna; David Chavez; 
and Brett Siegel.  The EC voted to name David Chavez to fill the position. 
 
 The local NAACP chapter is hosting a dinner to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Juneteenth.  
The EC has purchased a table at the event.  EC members have received a ticket to give to an active 
party volunteer.  Juneteenth commemorates the announcement by Union soldiers (2 and a half years 
after the Emancipation Proclamation) that the war was over and the slaves had been freed. 
 
Announcements: 
 
 Scott Krahling and Deputy County Assessor Paul Ponce have volunteered to coordinate 
construction of the party's float in the Electric Light (celebrating Independence Day) Parade. 
 
 The celebration of Pride will be June 20, beginning with a parade at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 The suggestion was made to have a Spanish Interpreter at our meetings to be more inclusive, 
and to form a Get Out the Latino Vote group. 
  
 Appreciation was expressed for holding the meeting in Anthony, with additional gratitude to all 
who attended. 
 



Adjournment:  7:46  p.m. 


