
Democratic Party of Doña Ana County
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

April 16, 2015

Call to Order:

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Liz Rodriguez-Johnson.

Roll Call:

Chair Liz Rodriguez-Johnson Present
Vice Chair Julian Alexander Present
District 33 Mary Helen Ratje Present
District 34 Virginia Gomez Present
District 35 Gene Alvarez Present
District 36 Brett Siegel Present
District 37 Mary Ann Hendrickson Present
District 39 Merrie Lee Soules present for Oscar Vasquez Butler   
District 52 Pattie Gipson Not Present
District 53 Cliff Reed Present
Parliamentarian position vacant
Communications Stephen Jones Present
Secretary Joy Goldbaum Present
Treasurer Christopher Schaljo Not Present
Voter Protection position vacant
College Democrats             Kathryn Sanchez Present
Democratic Women Lynn Brightman Not Present

Approval of the Minutes:

Minutes from the March 19th meeting were not available by meeting time, as the current 
secretary did not attend that meeting.  If Minutes from the March 19 meeting can be located, they will 
be circulated for approval.  Henceforth, a DRAFT of the Minutes from each meeting will be posted on 
our website (donaanademocrats.com) shortly after the meeting.  

Treasurer's Report (Stephen Jones for Christopher Schaljo):

  Our account balance is $24,729.16  through the closing of April 6, 2015.

Comments by new EC Chair:

Liz welcomed EC members and members of the public.  She will soon begin scheduling 
meetings with District Directors and their Deputies and district members to ultimately increase votes 
for our parties' candidates and issues of concern.  She is still tying up loose ends from the recent 
transition in EC leadership.  As this is completed, Liz will be contacting the many individual local party
members who've expressed ideas and a desire to help.

New Business:



Committees will be the primary tool through which we work to grow our local party and 
increase support for our candidates and issues.  Proposed committees include but are not limited to:  (1)
Get out the Vote; (2) Rules Update; (3) Environmental Issues; (4) Legislative; (5) Events; (6) Fund-
raising; (7) Health; (8) Education; (9) IT and Communications.  

Discussion followed to illuminate what these committees would work on.  It is expected that the
Get out the Vote Committee would include outreach to many existing local groups such as CAFE, 
College Democrats, the LGBT community, LULAC, NAACP, Native Americans, Voter Registration 
Consortium, Progressive Voter Alliance (PVA), Labor, and independent voters.  The Legislative 
Committee would assist local candidates in their campaigns.  The Transportation Committee would 
look at the big picture for establishing good public transport in the under-served parts of the county. 
The Health Committee would include issues of health care, women's health issues, mental health 
issues.  

The above committee list is not meant to be final, but a starting point which will evolve as need 
arises and interest increases.  All EC members and local Democrats are encouraged to contact Liz 
directly with ideas and offers to assist.  Liz can be reached at: lizrodjohn@aol.com or 575-312-5677.  
Information about the committees will also be available on our website.

We expect to have “roving” EC meeting locations so that Democrats from all parts of the county
feel included and welcome in the local party, and to make it more convenient for those outside Las 
Cruces to attend monthly meetings.  Thus, EC meetings would take place in the communities of Hatch, 
Chaparral, Anthony, and Sunland Park/Santa Teresa rather than always being scheduled in Las Cruces.  
Liz is working with Terri McBrayer to determine where the next meeting will be held.  For now, 
meetings will continue on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  We are looking for a new 
location for meetings held in Las Cruces.  Locations of upcoming meetings will always be available on 
our website as they are scheduled.

Several times a year, the EC purchases tables at community events to support organizations and 
causes important to Democrats.  These have included LULAC awards banquets and the breakfast 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Active party volunteers will receive the tickets to attend these 
events.  Volunteers will be nominated by and voted on by their peers.  This will help the Party 
acknowledge and reward the hard work of our most devoted volunteers.

In order to increase Party inclusiveness, Liz encourages District Directors to begin sponsoring 
meetings in their communities with elected officials and members of the public.  The meetings would 
help stake holders discuss important issues and identify ways to incentivize community activism.  

Announcements:

The EC has previously discussed the problem of County Treasurer David Gutierrez remaining 
in office despite censure by the County Commission and the local Party.  This issue will be an item on 
next month's Agenda.

Robert Lara is running for Treasurer of the State Democratic Party and requests your support.

Any State Central Committee delegates who are unable to attend the convention on April 25th 
in Albuquerque are reminded that they should give another SCC member his/her proxy vote.  Failure to
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do so will result in immediate removal from the SCC.

Scott Krahling is running for County Clerk in 2016 and requests your support.  Current Clerk 
Lynn Ellins is term limited from running again.

Our Bylaws are available on our website.

A suggestion was made to have a discussion area on our website where members of the public 
can leave input.

Adjournment:  7:10  p.m.


